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' THE OSPREY DISASTER 


Ever since the. early 1950s there have been rumours of Os¬ 
preys in the Scottish Highlands. In 1975 and again in 195.6,... .a 
pairs ne.'sted and 'were robbed'. In each of these years it. is. pro- 
bable 'that only two eggs were laid and on each occasion- the di.s- ,.. 
aster occurred in the first week in June.- In 1957 the .R.S.P.B,,-.; 
with the co-operation of the. Nature Conservancy, laid plans for 
their protection but, .unfortunately, only one: bird returned.. It 
was decided, however, to. make similar plans, -for 1958. Mr.- G-eorge 
Waterson, the Society’s Scottish.representative, was in charge of- 
the arrangements. The first task was to find the birds. -In a huge, 
well-forested area where roads are few, this was a formidable :as-. 
signment, but' the birds were located, When builcLing three days prior 
to the laying Of the first egg. This was on 8th - May. The next job 
was to raise man-power. I.t was necessary to have , a night-and-day 
watch at least throughout the incubation period of five weeks and.it 
was also vital to have at least two people .on watch at a. time. Ex¬ 
cept’ in one or two emergency periods, the watchers normally.did six 
hours on duty, followed by nine hours off. When off duty they had 
to wash "and sleep, prepare meals, take a share:.of the-general camp 
chores and of shopping in the nearest village, which was'several 
miles away, ‘Every drop of water Involved a journey of nearly a mile 
and it had to be boiled before it was drinkable. 


* • • * 

.Much .could have .been., done to relieve the strain and. minimi se.: 
the'risk'had it been feasible to take s ome of the branches off: 
the tree ,in which the eyrie was situated, or to.surround•t he base 
with barbed wire. The birds,' however, were very s hy and wary.The 
tree was in a bog and to have dragged coils of wire t out to the site 
would have; put them Off for, a long period. ...The risk of desertion 
was adjudged by all .concerned in the operation to have been too great 
to take. Other ideas, such as trip-wires wore discussed but .all had 
to be abandoned' for one good, reason or another. ■ - 


Before the...eggs wore laid it was considered undesirable to ap¬ 
proach Within a quarter of a mile. An approach under cover could.-, 
be made to ’within 150 yards of the eyrie and here we had, a. hide Which 
it was intended to men as soon as the birds started to incubate. 
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By the morning of 11th May, the force of watchers had 
been mustered and, although incubation had not begun, it was 
considered that the first egg was imminent. An operation was 
therefore put in hand to set up a permanent camp in a shel¬ 
tered spot nearly a mile from the eyrie and out of sight of 
it (to avoid any risk of disturbance) and to man the hide >' 
150 yards from the nest forthwith. At this juncture a man 
was actually seen approaching the eyrie tree,. In spite of 
shouts, he proceeded to climb it. Both Ospreys wore put into 
a panic.. The intruder was met at the foot of the tree and 
marched off. There was now one egg in t he nest, almost cer¬ 
tainly laid that morning. The dspreys did not return for 
over an hour and a few minutes after the man had climbed the 
tree a Hooded Crow lit on a branch sticking out of the eyrie 
and proceeded to hop sideways into the nest, obviously, intent 
oh talcing the egg. The Crow was scared off by watchers,. This 
is the sort of thing which follows thoughtless and quite un¬ 
necessary disturbance of rare birds.,o : ' " 


■ The watching arrangements went on,. Wo were particularly 
fortunate to. have the assistance of Colonel I * P. Grant- 1 of: \ 
Rothiemurchus, who was'not only prodigal in.; providing equip¬ 
ment .and much sound advice, but many times'helped out in the 
long night-watches to give relief to t he small. band of reg-* ■■ 
ular watchers,... Wo. must also acknowledge the invaluable assist¬ 
ance of trusty. volunteers,... .During these three/ weeks there -was 
no major, disturbance of the Ospreys and only oho. or.two minor 
ones.. A valuable series; of continuous'-observations .on the 
behaviour pf Ospreys wad obtained •.and it is hoped, to publish 
these in due course,. By, day, watching was comparatively easy-*' 
By. night, particularly when-'it was heavily overcast, it was 
.• something: of a strain,:.- Very young pines were thick on the . : 

ground;and hid the approaches to the eyrie tree without being. 
l tall enough to furnish cover for.a-Watcher•to got closer, at 
-any rath- until it was too; dark to : see much. Even on.the dark- 
rest nights,. however, it was, always possible'to see-the eyrie.' . 
with the aid- of night-glasses, ..' although the strain of con¬ 
tinuously-watching through glasses for over two hours at•on 
object which could only just be seen was considerable. -.- 


On the night of 2nd-3rd June,-which 


vv or ,h> v w 


overcast, the eyrie was raided,. The first intimation that 
the...watchers had was when the - one watcher heard the Osprey col 
andi'dashed over the bog, .which was difficult: to negotiate 
in the. dark... The intruder, was surprised;.-but not before he 
a had, put • two hens’ eggs,,heavily daubed with brown boot-polish 
. into t he; nest,. v Unable to. .maleo his getaway with the two Ospre 
eggs,..he must have thrown them wilfully on to the ground befor 
out. of the. tree on.- tothe., soft. ground and malting his getaway 
into, cover in the. darkness* m The -two smashed. Osprey eggs were 
subsequently recovered; and-, both were fertile.. 


li. 


- It is futile ,to t ry to fathom, the mentality of the people 
who - will do these sort of things,. The disaster will bring 
disappointment, not least to those w ho worked unstintingly ...: 
to, achieve success and,., in all their calculations, had the un-. 






173 


enviable task of having to assess how much risk they could 
run with tho only pair of Ospreys trying to breed in Britain. 

A hide closer to tho tree at night would have helped. In the 
light of events, perhaps the risk should have been run. Tot it 
is easy to bo wise by experience, and one must ask what would have 
been thought had the birds dosorted because of disturbance? 

In consultation with the Nature Conservancy the Society will 
go forward with plans for next summer, should the birds, return, 
as we must all hope: that they will do. These operations, however, 
are costly in money as well as in effort. Members of the Society 
who would wish to help in a practical way can do so by sending a 
donation to the Rare Birds Fund. ■ • • 

—From Bird Notes, published by the Royal Society for the 

Protection of Birds. . 

. . . » , . 

. s • •• • •“ ~ 

• FEEDING- STATIONS-ARE FOR THE BIRDS 

/ • 

i ' . Alice Lamouroux 

■ Tho establishment of feeding stations has become extremely 
popular;-: and whether or not thoy are erected specifically in the 
interests of our bird population deserves constructive criticism. 
There’should he no misconception that.the principle function of 
a feeding station should be to supplement t ho available food 
supply of our resident birds. Naturally, there is pleasure to be 
derived from observing the activity of birds at a station, but- 
this ought to bo of secondary importance. 


Bird feeders are a splendid idea when- purposely usod to the 
advantage of tho bird.s, rather than with the intention of attract¬ 
ing migratory birds to spend the winter in our northern climate. 

The life cycle of most, native birds involves migration, not only . • 
in order to enjoy a warmer-climate, but primarily to continue feed¬ 
ing on their customary food. Insectivorous birds such as Swifts 
and Swallows feed entirely on flying insects and in late summer 
they are frequently seen in largo flocks gradually working their 
way southward. Alteration of their flight pattern is not at all 
likely because they are not attractedto artificial feeders. 

Warblers are primarily insectivorous woodland birds, but 
there ere some species like the Myrtle Warbler which utilize plant 
food as part of their autumnal diet. If such a bird is attracted 
to a. feeding station, it is quite possible that the presence of 
artificial food may delay its migration to tho point of disaster 
for.the individual„ Duo to tho cold and the shorter daylight hours, 
the bird cannot eat enough to maintain its normal body temperature 
in freezing weather. Therefore, a winter feeding programme ought 
not to start until it is likely that migratory birds have left for 
tho .south. . ; - 


There are many species-of birds that do not migrate, except in 
a limited lateral direction. These arc our resident birds, and tho 
ones that demand our primary consideration during the winter, A 
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ctiroful exunination of tho feeding habits of those birds will 

indicate tho typo of food and tho manner in which it should 

be presented to them. 

« 

Among tho small birds that aro soon throughout tho winter 
aro tho arborial foodors; they glean thoir insectivorous diet 
from tho trunks and limbs of trees, and plants. Tho Black- 
capped Chickadee, Nuthatches, Brown Croopor, and Woodpeckers 
dro representative of this group. The birds of. tho woodland 
normally find an adequate food s upply. in the habitate. How¬ 
ever, they do appear at feeding stations and seem to welcome 
pieces of suet and a variety of seeds. An analysis of the 
Eiack-capped Chickadee’s diet will suggest tho reason for its 
winter visits to a station. In summer, the insect diet of* this 
bird consists of moths, spiders, flies, wasps, .loafhoppers, and 
troohoppors. During the winter months these invertebrates dis¬ 
appear or hibernate. The Chickadee then consumes large numbers 
o ; f eggs of moths, plant-lice, Katydids, and spiders. The plant 
food (seeds) eaten by the Chickadee at this time, and constitu¬ 
ting 2-5 % of it’s food is Pine, Hemlock, Birch, Poison-ivy, 
and to a lesser degree, Ragweed. Therefore, it would seem to 
follow that the Black-capped Chickadee whose diet is dominated 
mainly by insects would be enticed by suet at feeding stations 
and that the seeds provided would constitute its second choice. 


Ground-feeding birds are our greatest concern, especially 
in years with severe snow storms. The English or House Spar¬ 
row is in this group and they invariably g ather around a win-’ 
ter station feeding almost exclusively on seeds. This, situa¬ 
tion is .not without its attributes, for it has been the ex¬ 
perience of many, that Sparrows usually discover a feeding 
station first. It is in their feeding that other birds like 
'the Juncoes and Redpolls aro attracted. 


The^birds which probably feel the winter conditions most 
ere the introduced gamebirds. The crucial factor that deter¬ 
mines their^population in a region, is the availability of 
plants as winter food. Birds are not hoarders by habit and an 
early snow may cover all the seeds and fruits which.-have fal¬ 
len to the ground, and in time melt to expose them .again.• Low 
plants and grasses that provide largo quantities of edible 
seeds, and other forms of food found near or on-the ground, 
may become buried under heavy blankets of snow and.ice. It is 
evident that due to snow and thaw the food supply of resident 
bird.s in temperate regions will vary from month to month and 
even from day to day. ' - 


During the past winter the entire North Eastern region of 
our continent received precipitation of heavy snows. This 
condition^brought about starvation or near starvation among 
the gamebirds. The result was that many of the birds were 
driven.into farm-yards and residential areas. For several days 
in Hamilton East, there wore reports of a largo flock of■27 
Hungarian Partridges feeding on lawns. It'was at this time 
that naturalists became concerned and appropriately initiated , 
a feeding programme. In this type of emergency all operators 
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O'f fcoding stations have the responsibility of keeping established 
stations woll supplied. 

Feeding stations erected in rural areas and on farms, if 

supplied with a variety of seeds will attract the Ring—neclcod 

Pheasants, Grouse, and Wild Turkey, The Pheasant's animal food 

consists of caterpillars, booties, grasshoppers, and crickets. 

In winter it consum-js large quantities of corn o.nd in lesser amount 
wheat and oats. 

The plants which, are most valuable to our gamebirds and which 
provide thorn wibn edible fruits and seeds when all others have been 
washed away, buried in leaves or soil, or covered with snow, are • 

Juniper, Mountain ash, Persimmon, Pigweed, Pine,, and Poison-ivy_ 

to mention a few. _ A survey conducted by the Department of Lands 
and Forests’ officials for a period of several weeks, during last 
winters heavy wet snow (195#) revealed that Ring-necked Pheasants 
and Grouse wore outing Foxtail, Ragweed, and Pigweed. 

i 

. G-omobirds of our regions should concern us moro. In 

rigorous weather, feeding stations should be erected with suit- 
Able food to supplement the diot of these birds. Artificial 
feeders are not, however, 'the ultimate?"answer to the problem of 
providing for our wildlife. It is satisfactory only as a tem¬ 
porary solution. Success in this matter can be achieved by a wide 
programme that covers the planting of' the proper foods with re¬ 
sistance seeds, which will last on into the winter. 


—Literature cited— 


American Wildlife & Plants—-Martin, Zim, & Nelson. 


te BOOKS FOR CLUB MEMBERS 


at the 


. . HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

» 

Introducing the Cat Family -written by Y. I. Stonok and 
translated by George Thoiner is a fascinating collection of 
photographs and some text. It includes cheetahs, hyenas, lions, 

lynx, pumas, and tigors. It is a short, interesting factual acc¬ 
ount and animal study. • 

Wild Plants of Easter n North America is a comnrohon- 
sive and scientific work. It was written in 1943 by M. J. For- 
iicbLd ^ and A, 0, Kinsey a.t the Gray Herbarium of Harvard University 
and is based on first hand experiences while camping and experi¬ 
menting with plants of the woods and fields. It'has been revised 
and brought fully up to date by R, C„ Rollins, the present dir¬ 
ector of the Gray Herbarium, Chapter, headings includo-puroes and 
soups, starchy or root vegetables, cereals, nuts and breadstuffs, 
cooked groan vegetables, salads, emergency fo.ods, a warning chap— 
tai on poisonous plants likely to bo mistaken for edible ones, 
mushrooms and seaweeds. This book answers the question Is it good 
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to eat? in a very systematic .way. It 
many illustrations. This is a volume 
reference book. 


includes plates and 
to bo consulted as 


e*. 


Birdwatchers will welcome the. arrival on the shelves of 
the'Arts and Science department of Warblers of America by 
Ludlo.w Griscorn and others. It is a popular account of the 
wood warblers as they occur in the western hemisphere and is. 
beautifully illustrated by John Henry Dick. This scientific 
authoritative and comprehensive volume is for both beginners 
add exports. The lovely water colour portraits,of ninety * 
birds in natural settings will appeal to artists as well as 
nature lovers. The text is contributed by specialists in 

field observation. ' 

« • * * 

: The curator of. reptiles of the Now York Zoological So- . 

ciety, James A. Oliver in Snakes in Fact and Fictio n presents 
vividly many facts and myths. This enjoyable book is for the 
whole family. It answers many of the popular questions asked 
about snakes, 

- .#. • 

W. C-.uO’-Kane in Beyond the Cabin Door offers delightful ' 
little essays on everyday things in nature. This is a quiet 
simple work with excellent drawings by F. L. Jaquos. 

* . ’ • 

The National Museum of .Canada, has published this year 
a note-worthy pamphlet for., the average reader entitled Can¬ 
adian Mammals . The author is A. W. Cameron. John Crosby 
illustrates it with very fine full page line drawings of our 
native wildlife, 

•• 4 % ■+ . 

How many of our members and friends have heard of the 
many strange habits and behaviour of the snakes, both native 
and foreign, and wondered which were true or false? 

Much useful information on this and other subjects will 
be gleaned by those of us who take advantage of the very ex¬ 
cellent new publications available in our Public Library,. 

The Libraries are one of the greatest assets of our city 
and too few people realize the great source of interesting and 
reliable material that is available there. The excellent- staff 
is friendly and will always lend a hand to help you find the 
particular information you are looking for. What’s more, and 
nearer to our pockets, a Library card only costs five cents. 

• -j . . 

. ' " T ~'' FU TURE EVENTS , " • . ' ' ' .' '' 

AUDUBON SCREEN TOURS 
Wedne-sday, • Jenuary 21 j 1959,.: 

. '"Ranch end range” is a portrayal of the relationship of 
wildlife to- the western ranch...the rancher’s dog and cattle, 
the wolf, ’possum, wildcat, and songbirds all slake their thirst 
at the same waterholo. Soaring, diving,.nesting eagles, hawks, 
and vultures—great birds of the west excitingly filmed in co¬ 
lour- by the rancher-natur.nlist, Al. Wool. 
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Saturday, February 14, 1959.' 

Puerto,Rico, by Fran Willion Hall, is a natural history 
tour of Puerto Rico, fron Coral roofs of the turquoise Carib¬ 
bean to verdant nountain-top rain forests. The wildlife bounty 
captured in colour by Fran Willian Hall includes tropical, fish, 
colourfulIinsects, rare Puerto Rican parrots, giant iguana li¬ 
zards, brown, boobies, her nit crabs, and wild orchids viewed against 
backgrounds of breathtaking tropical beauty. 

MEETINGS 

Monday, January 12t h, 1959. • .. . • 

Tho Junior Club will take over with displaystof their 
hobbies, and short talks by many junior members. 

’ I * - 

* • 

Monday, February 9tli, 1979. 

‘ Mr. Paul Symos will.toll of a trip to be made in the sum¬ 
mer of 1958 to Western Canada, California, Florida, and-the 
East Coast. (Illustrated) 


FIELD EVENTS 

Thursday, January 1s t, 1959. 

“ ' Auto hike around tho Bay and to Sulphur Springs•for win¬ 

ter finches. Moot at High Lovol Bridge at 10.00 A, M. Loader; 
Doug Smith, JA 7-30 63 . 

Sunday, January 11th, 1959 . 

Duck Census. Auto trip along Bay and Lakoshoro to Bronte, 
Moot at High L..-vol Bridge at 10,00 A. M. Leader: George W. 
North, JA-2-6082. : ■' 


Sunday, February 8th, . 1 59.. 

Hike to repair Wood Duck boxes. Moot 
Bridge on Highway 102 to Dundas at 9.30 A. 
Burns, LI 4-5554. 

SPECIAL INVITATION 


at Spenser Creek 
, Loader: Jim 


e 


Members of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club are invited by th 
South Pool Naturalists' Club to join with them in their first 
in-door mooting of 1959. On January 19bh at 8.00 P. M. Mr. Reg. 
Co riot t will address the group on Problems in Nature : Photography,., 
Tho mooting will bo held in the Unitarian Church of South Pool 
which’’is located on the South Service Road,’ just east of.#10^ 
highway and tho Q,uoen Elizabeth Cloverloaf. '-Parking facilities 
aro civ 0 . liable in "th- parking lot on the grounds of the Old School 
which is now tho Motor Vehicles Branch,’ 
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President ■ ;i 

Vice'. President r ’ 

Secretory 
Vice-Secretary 
Records Secretary . 
Study Area Director 
Representatives for 
those under 14 years 


JUNIO R CLUB NEWS . 

Robert Curry 
Ralph. I dome. 
Caroline Lawson 

I 

Noma Allewell 
Don Campbell 
John Miles 


Larina I dona 
Alfred Senior 


Li 5-5557 

MA 3-8135 
MA 3-6406 

JA 9-4753 ' 
JA 2-6160 

LI 5-1442 


TROPHY AND PRIZES FOR BIRD LISTS 

Each year awards are given to girls and boys who-have seen 
tho most species of birds from January 1 to December 31 in 
Southern Ontario (southwest of North Bay-Ottawa line). Last 
year a number of members with good lists failed to send them 
in and missed winning prizes. Everyone should send in • a list-- 
this year. The Ross-Thompson Trophy is the big prize, but 
there arc other prizes, 'and also for those 14 years Old or 
loss there are separate first and second prizes. ' • 

Prizes will also be given for tho best NATURE DIARIES. 

Send your lists to Mr. D. Powell, -856 - Eagle Drive, -Bur- - 
lington (ME 4-5045) as soon as possible after December 31. 

* i f < ( , j * * 

A HIKE IN NOVEMBER * •- 

by Marilyn Eyre end Janice- -Probort - • ■ • ' 

v :. . . 

At 9 a. m. on November 22, eight members of the Junior 
Naturalists’ Club started hiking from the corner of York and 
Dundurn Streets. As wo went west through Dundurn Park, we 
saw a Great Black-backed Gull and a few Red-breated Morgan*-- 
sor Ducks feeding in'tho Bay.' We crossed the railway.bridge 
beneath tho high, level bridge and down to the point behind 
Corroll’s Point. Here we saw a Rusty Blackbird, Mallard - •• 
and Black Ducks, Herring and Ring-billod Gulls and also a . . 
flock of Bonaparte’s Gulls that flew overhead. Without cross¬ 
ing the channel, wo went underneath t ho high level bridge to 
the nurseries of the Royal Botanical Gardens. Near here we 
saw many interesting birds, including a Horned Grebe, Green- 
winged Tool, American Widgeons, Rod-tailed Hawks, a Sparrow 
Howk, 'Blue'JFays, on-Eastern. Crow, Golden-crowned Kinglets, 

Song and -Tree Sparrows, SI a to- c olourod Juncoes, a Cardinal, 
an Evening Grosbeak, American Goldfinches, Eastern Towhee and 
more Mallard Ducks, a total of 24 different species in all. 

We all enjoyed ourselves. ■ 

1 

;JL ATaTIONG OF THE FEET OF BIRDS 

by Jeri'y Watson 

As you probably know, birds, that is most birds, have 
four toes. A bird’s feet are different because of its habits 
and the climate that it is in. 
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:: Tho Yellow logs hc.e long legs and flat feet for wading. Robins 
have short, wedl-spread toes for perching. The Ptarmigan, our 
northern feathered friend, has. feathery feet and. sometimes is callod 

"the Snow-shocd Ptarmigan". . 


1 Nature has helped the bird through its xoet to ad.o.pb bettor 
to the climate. . ■ 

LEAVES 


. • by Jano Anne Brown 

All through the summer, food for the trees is manufactured, 
in tho leaves. Here Chlorophyll—containing colls combine carbon 
and oxygon and minerals from tho water which blisa roots have drawn 
into the. troo. Those tiny, food-making colls are green, giving 
the loaves' their summer colour. . ' 

Whon weather cools, food—making slows down and tne work of 
the leaf ends. Chlorophyll cells break up and in their empty 
cell-.caviAiasma .yellowish, watery substance remains .causing the 

yellow colouring of many fall loaves. If.’there is more sugar. 

in the leaf than can be sent into the tree, that sugar combin- . 
ing with other substances makes the. distinctive colouration in 
loaves of certain trees. • .... 

But oven now tho fc.ll.en leaves continue to.feed the treo.. 

As they rot, they release minerals into the ground for tho• 
tree to absorb. Tho decaying pile of leaves also stores water 

for" tho troo. .. • • 

Many people think "Jack Frost" is needed to make' loaves change 
colour in the fall, but they are wrong. Some loaves begin to. turn 
colour bofiro tho first frost. Changing leaf colours is Mature’s 
sing that the troo is preparing for winter. ..... 

. ’ . F OSSILS '_ ' 

by Charles Hogg ’ 

< ‘ 

Fossils ere tho remains of pi cults or animals compressed in 
rocks. Those imprints are.made when tho victim is trapped in 
mud and under tons of-.pressure, is hardened into rock. The 
viator animals (shells, sea animals): are commonly found in 
limestone. Sand animals or plants are generally found in slate 
shale, and sandstone. If a prehistoric animal ate a plant with 
a great deal of mud on it, the mud (after the animal was ddad) 
would harden through tho previous years. ' The' impressions of the 
organs can be found today. , v . 

This is just a'small piece of information on fossils but you 
con find much more, information .it your nearest library or ency¬ 
clopedia. . ■ • 


JUNIOR CLUB TO ENTERTAIN.SENIOR CLUB 

Each year the Junior Naturalists’ club puts on an evening of 
displays o.nd talks for tho Senior Club. All those with paintings 
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of birds, -other minds or flowers; scrapbooks of nature; loaf 
plant, mineral, fossil, shell,, or insect collections; stuffed 
birds and mammals; old bird’s nests; animal and plant postage 
stamps or any other nature exhibits, bring thorn down to the 
"January 3" Junior Club meeting at the YWCA and Dr. Davies will 
look after them—or, if you wish, bring them to the lower oast 
door of the Main Street Library at 7 p. m. on January 12—so 
that wo can have the displays completed before the meeting 
begins at 8 g. m. 


FUTURE JUNIOR CL UB EVENTS, 


MEETINGS 


Saturday, January 3—7.30 p. m. —YWCA,.__fioom_E 

an open meeting. If you cannot bring your displays or 
lantern slides for the Senior Club meeting o.l January 12, , 
bring them tonight end Dr. Davies will look after them. We 
may have a. nature quiz with kodachromes. 

Monday, January 12, 8 p. m.—Lower East Door, Main__jS t^_Librarjr 
Junior Naturalists’ Club will present their own displays 
end talks on nature to the senior Club. Junior Club members 
are welcome to bring their friends ond relatives, especially 
tlieir parents, to this meeting. 

Saturday, January 17—7« 30 p. m,—YWCA. Room E 

Ws are fortunate in having Mrs. A. G. 0. Bahr to show us 
her beautiful coloured transparencies of nature and talk to 
us on ’Mostly Wildflowers.” I know that this will be an even¬ 
ing which you will all enjoy. 


HIKE 

Sunday, January 25—9 a. m.-noon 

' Mr. George North (JA 2 - 6682 ) will load a car hiko to the 

Sulphur Springs region. Meet under McKittrick Bridge (below' 
the Bo,silica) just west of King and Dundurn Sts. W ear Warns 
clothing . One year a deer was seen on this hike and you are sure 
to see some winter finches. 


LIST 0E NEWLY ELECTED 
’ OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, CHAIRMEN 
OF COMMITTEES AND STATISTICIANS 


Honorary President..Dr 
Past President......Dr 

President...........R. 

1st Vice President,.C, 


G. 0. McMillan 
J. J. Miller 

0..Elstone......R. R#1, Ancaster 

......MI 83175 

Dougle.s McCollum - . 59 West 5th St, 

.JA 75444 


2nd Vice President 
& Director of Jun¬ 
ior Club............Dr. D. K. Davies 


.11 Dromore Gres 
.JA 95130 
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Treasurer, - -.....Dr. R. MacLaron 

Secretary.. ... .John Cunning... 


JA 


188 Kensington S,,LI 


71619 

97886 


CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES 
Audubon Screen 

Tours.,..Mr. James Dowall,. 
Publications.,.. .MR. R. K. Sergeant 
Conservation.... .Mr. J. Burns.. . 


e 090 


Education-- ...C. D. McCollum. 

Membership.......Miss E. Morris... 

Field Events... ...George McBride.. 
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Programme....... .Miss B. Dirkin.... 

Sanctuary........Mr. J. Cunning.... 

Publicity........C. D. McCollum.... 


59 Emerson Street 
102 E 11th Street. 
41 East Bond 

Street North... 
59 V/. Fifth Street 
107 St. Joseph’s 
Ap t. 401/Drivo...„ 
660 King Road 
Burlington.. 

44 Herkimer Street 
188 Kensington S.. 
59 W. Fifth Street 
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RECORDS 


Eircis. . .. .Mr , G. W. North..249 Charlton Ave. W ...JA 

Ferns.... .Mrs. R. H. Lloyd ......47 Bond St. N.............JA 

Mammals...Dr. P. Henderson...... 32 Rosslyn Ave. S.........LI 

Plants..,.Mr, H. Williams.......20 Searlo Street,.........JA 

Trees.....Mr. H. E. Kettle.....,160 Delaware Avenue.......LI 


41742 

76172 

97886 

75444 


26082 

75341 

47380 

78107 

40876 


CLUB REPRESENTATIVES 

City of Hamilton Beautification Committee 

R. 0 . Elstone..........R. R.$l Ancaster.........MI 83175 

D. Clarke .............,256 Ottawa St. N.,,LI 41151 


Wentworth Conservation’ Association 

Mr. L. Roy............. 181 Ewen Road............. JA 83166 

Mr. S. Intini..........R. R. #1 Hamilton. .JA 90906 

Alternatives: 

Mr. p. It. Powell....... 85 ^ Eagle Dr., BurlingtonNE 45045 

Mr. Les Gray ...........14 Cottrill ...JA 23616 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists 

The President 

Repr u sent at Iv o s on International Committee for Bird Preservation 

Mr. G. W. North........249 Charlton Ave. W......JA 26082 

Mr. D. It. Powell...... .856 Eagle Dr., BurlingtonNE 45045 
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CERlSTl'AS BIRD GOLD 1 ! - 1958 


Hami lton , Qnt« (7-j-mile radius centering on York and Dundurn Sts including 
Hamilton ? Burlington* Waterdown, Dundas 5 Greensville. Ancaster y Mineral Springs,, 
Southcote,, Hannon and Stoney Greek pasture 10yL plow land 20% 9 old fields 15%, ; 
orchards 5 /p towns and suburbs 10% mixed woods 30% marshes 5os open’ water 5%) > 
■DeCo 28.; 7 ,15 a o n o to 5‘30 v. m„ Clear temp., 32° to 46°" wind SE- s 0-3 m e p.hc'’ 


l n ~4 M old snow on ground 9 most streams and H imilton Harbor frozen over. 

Sixty-three observers in 30 parties, Total t party-hours, I 69 (147, on foot ; 22 by 
car); total party-mil as 448 (235 on foot., 213 by car). 

Mallard, 39’, black Duck, ldCp Redhead,, % Ring-necked Duc% l. ; Canvasback* Ilf- 
Greater Scaup 25 O Lesser Scaup 1* Common Goldeneye* 175c Bufflebead. 12 
Old.squa.W 5 _ t) 00 ' Kin.'_, Eider } 2- White-winged Scoter, 275, Common Eerganser, 207, 
Red-breasted Merganser,, 17 . Red-tailed Hawk, 77 , Rough-legged Hawk, 8 ; Marsh 
'Hawk ? 1 ; Pigeon Hawk, 1 , Sparrow Hawk/ 33; Ruffed Grouse * 10 Ring-necked Pheas¬ 
ant ? 89 > Gray I art rid e,. 14 Common Snipe .. 1, Glaucous Gul% 1; Great Black- 
hacked Gul.l v 32 Herring; Gull , 1500, Ring-hilled Gul 1 ? 10 , Mourning Dove 9 41 , 
Screech Owl* 1 Great Horned Owl 7v Lon.’—eared Owl* 28 Belted Kingfisher, 3 
Yellow-shafted flicker., 4 Yileated Woodpecker* 1 , Hairy Woodpecker 9 51 Downy 
Woodpecker * 158 Black-hacked Three-toed Woodpecker * 1 Horndd Lark./ 20; Blue 
Jay ? 213, Common Crow* 380 alack-capped Chickadee* 366 White-breasted Hut- 
hatch 9 43. Red-breasted Nuthatch, 1 A Brown Creeper* 72; Winter Wren* 6 ; Caro¬ 
lina Wren ; 2. Brown Thrasher * 1 / Robin* 10 Golden-crowned Kinglet * 145 Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet, 2 Cedar Waxwing/ 203 Northern Shrike. 3, Starlings, 3100; 
Myrtle Warbler, 1 t ellowthroat, 1 House Sparrow, 1570 Eastern Meadowlark, l? • 
Red-winged Blackbird* 8 Rusty Blackbird* r J: Common Crackle* 5-. Brown—headed 
Cowbird* 5<; Cardinal* 193- Evening Grosbeak/ 3 Purple Pinch* 15 ■ Common Red¬ 
poll 9 19, Pine Siskin. 36 American Goldfinch* 620. Rufous-sided Towhee* I 5 
Slate-colored Junco* 610 Tree Sparrow* 716 ; field Sparrow* 2: White-throated 
Sparrow* 2 ; Swamp Sparrow/ 7, Song Sparrow* 157 Lapland Longspur, 8 > Snow 
Bunting* 29 , T_otad^ 76 species, about 12*366 individuals, 

(Seen in area during*count period Horned Grebe, Harlequin Duck Hooded Mer- 


gains er, 0 ooy er ’ s I; 


wk, American Coot 3now/ Owl, Catbird*) 

/ y / 


--Paul Baird ? ijric W* Bast in. frank V. Bell, Mrs.. Jean Bourne* Mrs, Etta Bourne* 
Heil Bourne; jL L ft Bourne, Jaw .s Burns* William I Campbell* Kenneth J. Cox 9 
John GLiwming* Robert Curry ? Deter Benulder ? Ted Dinniwell, James a). IT. Dowal 1, 
Vincent Duff/ Robert 0* Elstono* W, A, T u Gilmour, Leslie A, Gray, Peter Hamel* 
Mrs*- Audrey -Hawkes, Dr* Ik. ter F* Henderson* Ralph Idema* Angus B* Jackson. 

Roger Jackson., John D 0 Johnstone* Miss Margaret L-mbc Woodburn Lamb e * Mrs * Alice 


Larnoreux ? John Lamoreux 5 


a <r o 

. JL \~j 


A, 


•* 0 


L 3 W.:, rn e ? S 11 z a nn e La 1 - ;r i e 


Thomson C* 


Lavoie,, 


C 


Robert Ho Lloyd 9 Ray Lowes 9 Dr. Hobart CL CL I acLaren., George Vo fnBride 
Douglas KcCallUiir, Dr, George 0 o b cwil lain John Miles 9 Mrs. Dorothy Jane Miller ? 
Dim John Miller, Mrs CL. Loss* Mrs* Carl M. Korden 9 Janes Morrow 9 Dougald Lioule 9 
John Ac iToule 9 Albert B, Hind, George ¥„ ForthJohn Horth, Mrs., Laurel E 0 Forth ? 
Ro Jo Bo Horth,. Ronald Forth 9 Mrs 0 H c 0 0 Hunn 9 John 01 msted 9 David K e Powell 9 
Robert K. Sargeant ; Douglas Smith Robert Stamp 5 Miss Laura A c Stewart, Miss 
Mabel Watson J, Harvey Williams 9 Edward VToods (Hamilton Natural is Is Club) * 


HQTEWORTeTY uIRD records 

Humber of species recorded to bec<:i.ber 71, 195 f 3 ■■ 258 


Common Loon 
Red— throa,ted Loon 
R e d-ne c ke d Gr eh e 
Canada Cfoose 


(l)Dec. 7 L Oaicville. 

(1) 0ctoll A Bronte 

(2) Hov„ 30'L Applcbp - Lin 
(60)i'OVol6- L Dundas 


Ro MacLaren. ; G. McBride et al 
Don Perk 
R, MacLaren, G 


xs 9 Lome Scott 


G 


./ 

• o 


Forth* D 


*/'; , 

T'- 
1 '- , 


Horth 

Powell 
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Brant 
Gadwall 
Barrow 1 s 


Goldeneye 
Harlequin Buck 


King Eider 
Surf Scoter 
Common Scoter 
Ruddy Buck 
Turkey Vulture 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Peregrine Falcon 
Killdeer 

Arm Golden Plover 
Am* Woodcock 
Common Snipe 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

Wh i t e—rumpe d 11 ' 1 

Parasitic Jaeger 

Glaucous Gull 

Iceland Gull 

Snowy Owl 

Saw-whet Owl 

Blacky-backed Three¬ 
toed Woodpecker 


(3)0ct o 
(l)Bec a 
(l)BeCo 
1 )Oct c 

1 )lIoVo 

2 )Bec o 
1 )Nov* 

1)NoVo 
1 )lToVo 
(l)Bec, 
(l)Oct, 
1 )NoVo 

1)Oct• 
1)Bec o 
1)Nov 0 

1) Oct, 
1JBec 0 

(l)DeCo 

(l)H ov 0 
(l)Nov. 

2) NoVo 
1 )Nov* 
1)Hov, 
1 )Bec„ 
1)Oct„ 


(l)NoVc 
(l)Bec c 

northern Horned Lark(l )i v Iov 0 
Catbird (l)Bec„ 

Gray-cheeked Thrush (l)lay 
Veery (l)Oct. 

Eastern Bluebird (ll)Nov. 
Water Pipit (l)Bec 0 

Red-eyed Vireo (l)Oct, 

Ovenbird (2)0ct., 

Yellow-breasted Chat(l)0ct o 
Baltimore Oriole (l)Bec, 
Brewer’s Blackbird (l)llov, 
(imfflo male) to Bee. 
(adult male) (l)Bec. 
Br own- -h eaded C owb i rd (10) n 
Evening Grosbeak (l)lTov* 
Common Ptedpoll (7)Nov, 

(lOO)Bec 

Pine Siskin 
Harris’s Sparrow 
Lapland Longspur 
Snow Bunting 


24 A 
7 L 
7 E 

11 P 
16 
31 

22 F 
22 L 

9 L 
14 L 

13 L 
16 L 

12 L 

14 L 

9 L 

4 L 
19 
26 

9 L 
2 L 
2 L 
16 P 
18 P 
18 P 
30 P 

15 F 
22 
30 
26 

14 P 

5 L 

2 L 


-S 


North 


North 


C1 arks o n Bo n P erk* 

Port Credit Gerry Bennett 

Oakville G 0 W P North 0 -R, MacLaren et al 

Peel-Trafalgar Line Bon Perks, Lome Scott 
Bronte 

VanWagner’s Beach 
Clarkson 
Clarkson 

Woodland Cemetery 
Guelph Line 
Lome Park 
Mount Albion 
Lome Park 
LaSalle Park 
Bundas Marsh 
Carlisle 
Waterdown 
Ainslie’s Woods 
Bundas Marsh 
Bundas Marsh 
Clarkson 
Bundas Marsh 
Port Credit 
Stoney Creek 
Binkley’s Hollow 
Lome Park 
above Gage Park 
Walker’s Line 
No Shore Marsh 
Westdale Park 
Guelph Line 


Go 

G„ 
G, 

Go 


W 

w 

w 

w 


Ko Sargeant 


Hagersville 


(l)0ct 

(l)0ct 

(l)K 


ov 


(3)Nov 


14 L Clarkson 
25 L Westdale Park 

5 L Guelph Line 

19 L Lome Park 

6 Erindale 

30 A 14 Cottrill St, 
24 L 

11 to 14 .; Bundas Hydro 

20 Bundas Hydro Stim 
1 F Westdale Park 

30 P Mountain Park Ave 
22 Grimsby Beach 
29 P High Level Bridge 
16 A Port Credit 

1 P Bundas Marsh 

2 P Bay Shores 


Go Wo North, Bo K 0 Powell 
Go Wo North 

George Fairfield et al* 

South Peel Naturalists 
Bo K 0 Powell 
R- MacLaren 9 G 0 W 
Banny Strickland 
John Miles 
Banny Strickland 
Ro MacLaren 7 G. W 
Go Wo North et al 0 
Robert Curry 
William I „ C arnpb ell 
Ro Bo Fo Sc Etta Bourne 
North et al e 
North 

North. Jo Miles 
Norths B 0 K 0 Powell 
Bave West 
Angus Bo Jackson 
Rc Oo Elstone., Ro 
Banny Strickland 
John Miles 
Ro MacLarenGo W 
Eric Wo Bastin 
Ross Anderson 
Ro MacLaren v W. Hopkins 
R Ko Sargeant 
Ralph McCleary 
George & Laurel North 
Ro Go Co MacLaren 
Floyd Crawford 
Mrs, Go Hill 
Leslie A, Gray 

George W, North et al, 

Jo Ao Ik Bowall 1 CM North 
John Olmsted, John Miles 
Woodburn Lambe 
George Meyers 
Go Wo North 

Barry Ranford 9 Archie Reid 
Go W, North 

Po Demulder, G- Norths B c Powell 


Nor th 


A 


First of the year:; P - First of the season; L - Last of the season 


Please send your reports to Kr„ George North., 249 Charlton Ave, W, , 
Hamilton^ Onto* Telephone JA 2-6082, before the 15 th of the month., 




